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SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS
COMMISSION ON COLLEGES

August 1, 2016

MEMORANDUM
TO:; Chief Executive Offi of SACSCOC Member and Candidate Institutions
FROM: Belle 8. Wheelar|,'Ph.D., President, Southern Association of Colleges and

Schools Commission on Colleges

RE: SACSCOC Legislative Brochure

Enclosed please find three (3) copies of a new brochure produced for the Southern Association
of Colieges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) that is designed to provide an
easy to understand guide to accreditation. Copies were sent to the Chairs of the House and
Senate Education Committees in your state.

As you know, in addition to signaling the quality of an institution to the general public, accredita-
tion also allows institutions to participate in the federal student financial aid program (Title V).

it is our sincere hope that this guide will help everyone better understand the role accreditation
plays in the health of our institutions.

If you have any questions or would like some additional brochures, please do not hesitate to
contact me at bwheelan@sacscoc.org or (404) 679-4512.

Thank you for all you do on behalf of the Commission.

cc: Accreditation Liaisons (w/o brochure) ./

1866 Southern Lane » Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 « Telephone 404/679-4500 « Fax 404/679-4558
WWW.5aCSCOC.0IG



THE VALUE OF ACCREDITATION

Accreditation assures stakeholders that
institutions or programs that pass muster
have been rigorously evaluated and meet
or exceed standards defined by the higher
education community.

An institution's accreditation status tells
students and their families that it offers quality
instruction, supports for student success, and
degrees of distinction. Accreditation tells
employers that they can trust the quality of the
degree their new hire brings to the job or that
providing tuition assistance for employees is

a smart investment. It affirms that institutions
do what is necessary to prepare students to
enter, grow in, and change careers, and to apply
knowledge across all contexts, as educated
workers and active citizens in a democracy—
with a broad, worldly perspective honed
through expasure to the liberal arts.

Accreditation status also affirms for other insti-
tutions the value of credits qualifying for trans-
fer, States rely on accreditation to judge whether
institutions or programs are of a quality to merit
licensing and the federal government uses it to
determine institutional and student eligibility to
receive federal funds, student financial aid, or
other forms of aid.
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COMMISSIONS

Accrediting Commission for Community and
Junior Colleges, Western Association of Schools
and Colleges (ACCJC/WASC)—Dr. Barbara Benao
President

Higher Learning Commission (HLC)—Dr Barbara
Geliman-Danley, President

Middle States Commission on Higher Education
(MSCHE)—Dr. Elizabeth Sibolsk, President

New England Association of Schools and
Colleges-Commission on Institutions of
Higher Education (NEASC-CIHE)—Dr. Barbarn
Brittingham, President

Northwest Commission on Colleges and
Universities (NWCCU)—Dr. Sandra Elman. Prasident

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC)—Dr Balle
S, Wheelan. President

Waestern Association of Schooels and Colleges
Senior College and University Commission
(WSCUC)Y—Dr. Mary Ellen Petrisko, President
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HOW CAN WE
BE SURE THAT
EVERY STUDENT
RECEIVES THE
BEST EDUCATION
POSSIBLE?
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ACCREDITATION ASSURES
QUALITY ACROSS INSTITUTIONS

Accreditation is a process of external review
used by the higher education community to
assure quality and spur ongoing improvement.
Accrediting commissions are private, nonprofit
organizations whose members are the colleges
and universities themselves. The commissicns
and visiting teams are made up of volunteers,
and one of every seven commissioners is a
distinquished member of the public. It’s an
unusual set-up as accountability systems go,
but it has worked for more than 100 years
because it relies on the rigorous process of
peer review, not governmental monitoring, to
define and evaluate whether institutiocns meet
high standards. Self-regulation preserves the
autcnomy and diversity of higher education, two
unigue characteristics of our higher education
system that contribute to its high quality.




"£911ISIDAIUN pue $363(102 ING 10) YJomaluely
AJjIgeiunodoe 3y O} |BIUSSSS 5| UONBLIP3II.
‘uonexnps Alepuodasisod ul tapes| pliom e
52 ased §31 WeIUIRLL PUR dAJOAS O] DNUIIUOD
0} UOIRINPS J8UBIY JO WS)5AS ISITAIR JNO 104

"UDIIBACUUI PUE JUBWIBACICU SNONUNUGD
‘BIUB|[EIXS |PUCIININSUI JE]S0) 0] dIUBULIC)Dd Hay)
J0 12adse Aianp ajebisaau) A|daap 0] ucneanpa
Adrpuosasisod Jo siapiaotd ||e S9240) 1] "SISNED 1001
10y swoldwAs puoksg ®oo)| o3 suanniisu abualieys
S10}IPRIIDY "BJEP SBSN } MOY pue ‘juswabeueil
|eIduBeuly SY 'pauIaA0b pue pa| s uoinpisul

3Y MOy "uOddNS Juapn)s JO SSaUBAIlIaY)e pue
Ajigejieae ay) 'uoiaNJISUI JO Apenk syl tucinsu
3] JO SWISAS |BJIA DU ||B OJUI MBIA B SERIN0IdD
531pog Buipaldoe AG Palonpuod s5a040 malaal
-183d SAISUDILN 1) ING "YINW OF |B3ARI AJUO [|IM
sowdesSowap Juapnis Jo ‘sjudwade|d gol 'sajel
ucienpelt ayl| ssaqunu aduns ‘Buiwiopad Ajjeas st
UOIINJISUL UB [[3M MOY MOLDE 0] sjuem ongnd auys J|

‘sdiysse|oyas pue sJejjop

Buijesado yloq JO wioj ayl ul ‘'suocnniiisu|
aealld Joj 1oddns usljo PUE 'SUCIINGIISU]
3els 0] BuIpun] apIAoad ©) pue ‘Si3WnNsuUed

=

-

o

N

Um '

Joy a019930ud jediduiad ayj se 8Al3s 0] Sa1e15
JoJ 2|qi1ss0d 1 axeLU §]JNSa UCIe}ipalddY
31215 9yl UIylim paledo| suoiniilsul suowe
uo|leioqe||oo pue uoiieladood syowoad

0] sdj2y pue suoijnjisul jo Buisuad|| aiels
QJUI SI0IDE) UDIIRIIPAIDDR ‘SN "SWSISAS
ognd sy Ajeraadss ‘uolieanpa Jaybiy
BunenbBad ul 9joJ Jablej e Aeid s21831S "31VIS

AjuBaju) |easYy ,SUCIINIISUI

Buunsud pue swesbosd pie jeidueUly JUapN1s
Bulasiviwpe u) JyBisiano sjqenjea sapiaoid
ssaososd uoieIpaJIDce 3] 'UONEINRT JO AlR)aid85
‘§N Ul Agq paziubooss Acuste Buiypalooe

ue Ag penpaJlioe ag spuny |esapa) Buiaiadal
SUOIINIIISUI UOIEINES Jaybiy jey] saiinbal Joy
uoieanp3 ayBiH ay) Jo A1 9)IL vH3Qgad

NOILV1Id3d00V NI LNIWNUYIAOD
Avyd3qa3dd ANV 31vls 40 370d

‘UOIIRIIPEJIDE JISY) 850| UED A3Y] "Wiay] ssauppe
JOU op suQIIN}iIsuI §| ‘@bueyd yJeds 0] pasoddns
S| SA5SOUMEBAM SNOLIBS BulAJiluap| ‘sJuapnis
[enpIAIPUL 10 S35IN0D "seaBoad JO s5920N5s ayy
Jo @ajuesenB ou [|1Is §1 NG AYjjenb [euoiIniIsul Jo
|Bas e s| uoijelpaldoe jeuc:Bal Jey) 910U BSED|d

‘JuawuIasob [riapa) Byl pue ‘saels
‘o11gQnd ay) '32J0)40M 31] 'SLUBISAS 30URLIBAOE
‘'SUOIINJIISUI [eUOIjeuIaU) pue |euoljeu
Bucwe uoijeloge||C 10y |00] B S8 BUIAIDS -
‘uoijenpest pue suoissiwpe ajenpels
pue alenpesbiapun Jo) siuawalinbas paydadxe
uo ajeioge]|od o) suonnisu Guibelnosuy -

‘ALUOUIOINE PUB A)SIDAIP 10} B)BD0APE U se Buirtesg -

‘suonnynsul
pajpaJlooe s]i 0] pie |eiaURUL 1BISPRSY JO)
Ajijenb Buissasse Ul Jadaayajes, e se Buialasg -

‘Ageuncdse pasodw-J|as
JO HIOMBLUIEL] B UIY)IM UOIlRACUL| BU3OoWod -

apnou sa1nuabe BuPaldor JO 58104 18peoIq

3y} JO swos ‘AaNod jeuoijey JO SwWUa) U] "uoi1esnpa
JayBiy ur saniyoeld jeuoijeanpa poob pue Ajijenb
10} 9240) 3|qezZIuB033l B SB S3AJ85 UONE]iPa/dde
feuoiBad 'snjejs uoIlelpaIdde S UoIINIIsUL

ue 4O SUOIIEUILLSIaP |enpIalpul puoAag

NOILVLiId3ydodV TVNOID3H
40 IDNIANTANI TYNOILYN 3HL

‘UC 05 pue ‘sJ1abisw ‘s|aaa| asibap saybiy Jo uon
-ipPe 343 4O WNNLIND W saBueyd ‘uoiewou
|21oUBUY 3PN|2Ul Aew suodad 8y "ucnn}isu ue
40 AY|IQRIUNOI2. 40 ‘2unjana)s ‘Ajenb ay)l 10aye
1243 aJnjeu SAIJUBISaNS & Jo sabueys Jojluout o}
spaau yoiym ‘Aouabe Sulyipaldoe ay) o) sajepdn
pue suoday |enuue apjactd 3snul SUCIINIISUL
'SMBIADL JEUILO) uRaMIaq pouad 3yl Buung

'UOISIZAP BSIDAPE 24 Ul JUSLISA|OALL

10 1S5248]U) JO $1PIU0I OU BuiARy O] 15a)1e 3shul
oym s1aquiaLl Jo pasoduod 9a3uwod jeadde
ug 0] pJeoq ay) JO UoISIDap ay) |eadde Ajjewoy
03 Ajunloddo ayl papaolje si diysiaquisul Jo
AJEpIpuED WoL PBAOWUSL IO PAIU3P UOIIN1ISU Uy

diyssaquisw

10 AJEPIPURD WOAY UoIN]IsU| ue Bulaoway -
"SEHEW UOIINYISUI UR 21NJeU SAIJURISgNS

2 jo sabueyd BulojUOwW pue Buiacddy -

‘suonaues Buaowal Jo Buisoduw) -

‘BulIOUOW [EUOILIPDE INOYHM
10 yum diysiaquiawl panuijuod buiaoiddy -
‘UOIIeIPALIDE |BIJIUI JO AdepIpueD BupJemy -
0) s|qisuodsal 5| pieoq
Bunipaiooe jey| jeacidde pue uoijeIapPISUOD S1)
10} paeoq Bupjew-uoisidap s Apoq (eucibal ay)
0] Jodaz s} SpeMmI0) 39]11ILILLIOD U0 ted) 3y |

‘UIBD| SIUAPNYS 1E8YM JO sainseaw Buipn|sul ‘asuews
-ioyiad JO S103E2IpUI JeDD BUISN SPJERUER)S 13w sy
3 uayIsyMm AQ ucnngisul syl aBpnl Aay ) ‘uonnisul
U3 JO SINSLSIIBIEYD |RUOIIEDNPS PUe StU2)1sAs [eia
BY] OJUI YOO| YIdap-ul U 134§0 PU UONIUIWLINIOR
puUe SJUBLUSSISSE MBIAS) palenjeaa Bulaq auo ayy
0] JEjILUIS SUOIINYIISUI LICY) SI0JRsIulpe pue
Anoey Jadxa pauie]-|jam O swea] ‘malaal-daad Jo
558004d SNOIOBL ayl—uoNERIeA JO SUBSL 3AI29D
150LU 5, 2UIBPEDE JO BUO UO 31|84 UOIIEIPSIIDY

M3IATY ¥33d 40 JONVYLEOdNI
JH1 :3AVI 34V SNOISIDAQ MOH

‘oISt 3yl Jo AJIqels |eisueuly ay)

‘pue ‘aaueuiaA0b pue suoijesiyijenb

HEIS pue "aAllBIISIuILIPE ‘A)Ndey S321AJES puR

swesboud Juoddns Juspnis pue Jwapede

:Buipnau) ‘Buiyoes) pue Bulules| LIRIsNsS 0}
papuajul sad13ae4id |eucieINPa 511 JO AYjenb ayj -

JUILLIBADIYIE JUIPNIS JO [8A3] BY)

‘Buueld 216930438

S} pUE UOISSIW S JO SSaualeldoldde auy)
SSDESE 0] APNIS-4|85 PAPUIXS 'anisuayasduwod
2 12Npuo3 SUoInyiIsul Jeyl saanba) | siajawesed
s, Aouabe Buipipaldoe ay) uodn Buipuadsp 'siesA QL
0} UAS §15B| §S9004d uonjelipasade |euoiBal ayg

SHHOM NOILLVYLIQ3dDOV
AVYNOI93Y S30A MOH

‘AYSIDAIUN JO
263)|02 B UIYPM S|OOYDS 10 ‘sjuswiiedap ‘swelbosd
SUPBIDIE—IIY WIWYHDONC/QIAZTVIDIdS

‘H0ad-104 UDYYO I8 PUR ‘'S|O0YIS

SPEI] JO J224eD SB YINS 'SN20) 916uIS B aARY UIUM
JO 150w ‘ANUNCD BY] Ul 3JayMmAue SB11ISIDAIUN

pue a0 a413ud SPPaIIR—=TYNOILYN
‘paupalze Ajjeusibal

48 SUOIININSU) Jijoiducu 1501 521815 paliun ay)
J0 uoiBaJ pajeubisap & UIYIMm “J1josd-104-10U pue
Bunueit-sa16ap way) Jo Ajuolew ay)] ‘s31sIaAlun
pue sa262(|03 241jus S}PaJI2IE—=TYNOIO3Y

‘NOILVYLIQ3dOOv
40 SANI 334HL 34V J43IHL

NOILVL1Idd490V
40 SddALl dH1




10

Accreditation is a voluntary external review process
used in higher education to assure quality and spur
ongoing institutional improvement. Because federal
and state aid programs and licensing are tied to ac-
creditation determinations, lawmakers have a stake in
understanding how it really works.

1. It drives student success. Accrediting standards
focus on learning, retention, and completion to
ensure that students graduate with degrees that
have meaning in the marketplace.

2. It Is based on high standards established by the
colleges and universities themselves.

Z. It uses the rigorous process of peer review to
ensure flscal and educatlonal integrity. The
process engages the entire college community
in self-study, documentation of practice and out-
comes, and interaction with evaluators who know
what to look for and demand quality.

4. It is an efficient system that places no burden
on government. The work of accreditation is
done by expert volunteers to assure quality
without putting financial burdens on states and
the federal government.

5. It has teeth, Institutions can lose their membership
and, subsequently, access to financial aid when
they have failed to address identified shortcomings.

&. It Is rellable and ensures that information generated
by the seif-study is thoroughly documented based
on evidence and implementation of standards.

7. It protects the public and promotes
transparency. Accreditation attests to the quality
of the investment for students, families. and the
public and brings out into the open information
about institutional operations and performance.

B. It fosters continuous Improvement. Accreditation
is an ongoing process that heightens institutional
self-awareness and identifies areas to be targeted
for improvement.

9. It promotes autonomy and institutional diversity,
two of U.S. higher education’s great strengths.

10. It brings out the best in the campus community
by engaging on-campus faculty and staff with
leaders from outside colleges who all have a
stake in ensuring similar programs measure up
to high standards.



WHY

Accreditation is critical for all stakeholders of higher
education including students, policymakers, the con-
stituents they serve, and postsecondary institutions.

Studlents and families invest significant financial
resources to attend college. Accreditation provides
assurance that the institution they choose to attend
is well run, is of high quality, and provides:

Degrees and credentials that meet agreed-upon
standards and have value in the marketplace;

Opportunities to transfer credits from one institu-
tion to another;

Access to federal student aid to help pay for college.

Policymakers responsible for funding and regulating
institutions of higher education want assurance that
money directed to colleges and universities wrill
provide a significant return on investment in the
form of a better-educated citizenry and a career-
ready workforce. Accreditation provides assurance
that institutions are:

Transparent about the academic and other
educational services colleges and universities provide;

Fiscally responsible and investing in continuous
quality improvement to serve the needs of their
students, states, and communities:

Maintaining diversity to serve a multitude of
student needs while assuring accountability
across all types of institutions.

Higher education institutions themselves need
assurance from external experts that their missions,
strategic goals, and educational practices are
appropriate for the students and communities

they serve and on par with their peer institutions.
Accreditation assures that institutions:

Place student success and achievement at the
forefront of their mission and are continually
seeking to improve in the areas of student
persistence and attainment,

Can evaluate their own performance against a
common set of standards for their sector.

Include continuous improvement and innovation
as part of the institutional culture, to ensure that
our postsecondary institutions are responsive

to an ever-changing world. The process of
accreditation is as important as the outcome.



